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Custom feedthroughs for French Army   

Through Euromip, its Gold-Certifi ed territory partner for France, 
MPE has been supplying EMC fi lters to Arquus, formerly Renault 
Trucks Défense, since 2010. Arquus has a worldwide presence, 
having partnerships with multinational groups such as MBDA, 
Nexter and Thales and boasting fi ve production sites and 1500 
employees in France. The Arquus range includes light, medium 
and heavy, wheeled military vehicles for combat, tactical and 
logistics operations.

The French Army are major users, with 90% of their wheeled 
vehicles being supplied by Arquus. The Sherpa Light range is one 
such example.

The Sherpa Light family of 4×4 tactical and light armoured vehicles 
have been designed to meet the needs of light forces (infantry, 
paratroopers, marines and internal security) in respect of all-
terrain mobility, payload and protection. The Sherpa Light benefi ts 
from a huge payload (up to 4.5 tonnes), a ground clearance of 0.6 
metres and a high-torque 215 BHP engine. The Sherpa family 
includes six variants from 7.9 to 10.9 tonnes, with the capability to 
transport between fi ve and ten soldiers.

During the design phase of the Sherpa Light platform, MPE was 
consulted to ensure that both EMC compliance and operational 
EMC performance requirements were fully met. Following initial 
consultation, MPE conducted pre-compliance testing in order to 
diagnose specifi c areas of issue and design the most effective 
fi ltering solutions. A particular focus was on the limits defi ned in 
the French GAM-EG 13 A1 specifi cation, ensuring that equipment 
systems such as wiper motors operated well within them.

Subsequently MPE produced and supplied a range of custom 
feedthrough products to Arquus for installation on its Sherpa Light 
vehicles prior to full approval testing.

Each MPE feedthrough capacitor was optimised for a particular 
application within a specifi c area of the vehicle. The MPE 
feedthroughs represent critical components within the Sherpa 
Light vehicles, and to date almost 1,000 of these custom MPE 
products have been manufactured and supplied via Euromip 
(www.euromip.com) to Arquus.

Looking ahead, MPE’s strong supply relationship with Arquus is 
set to continue for many years, since, in addition to its current 
use with the French Army, the Sherpa Light has also now been 
successfully promoted to, and ordered by, other NATO member 
forces.

For more details of MPE’s high-performance feedthroughs, go to: 
www.mpe.co.uk/category/feedthroughs
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