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MPE bucks the trend in its 95th Anniversary year       

In Issue 21 of the Company Bulletin I rounded off my review of 
2019 with a look ahead to the promise of the new decade, on 
course to be even better than the previous one. At that time none 
of us could have foreseen the unprecedented worldwide events 
of 2020 and the challenges we have all been facing continuously 
since February of last year. However, despite these immense 
challenges and the extremely negative impact which Covid-19 
has had on the UK as on the global economy, I am pleased to 
report that MPE has continued to grow, with 2020 even being 
MPE’s most successful year to date.

Being designated as a key supplier to the homeland security and 
defence sectors, both here in the UK and overseas, MPE was 
expected to remain operational throughout the various lockdown 
periods. MPE implemented the most stringent Covid-19 protection 
measures and introduced new methods of working, to ensure the 
continued safety of MPE’s entire team.

These measures, subsequently reviewed and confi rmed as 
compliant with the UK Government and Public Health England 
(PHE) guidelines by the Environment Agency and the Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE), enabled MPE to remain fully operational. 
Whilst MPE at times had several members of staff isolating away 
from work for various reasons, MPE has not lost a single day of 
manufacturing because of the pandemic.

MPE entered 2020 with a very healthy open order book, and this 
order book continued to grow steadily during the year. In contrast 
to workforce furloughs and redundancies reported continually in 
the national news, during 2020 we at MPE continued to recruit 
additional members to our team, with the most notable introduction 
being that of John Hickey in September, as Engineering Lead.

Meanwhile MPE’s enthusiastic and committed group of 
apprentices all progressed to their next year of studies and, whilst 
their academic studies were in the main conducted via remote 
learning, every one proudly achieved outstanding results.

Whilst MPE remained operational, the customs and practices 
so familiar to business life changed appreciably, with almost 
no travel nor face-to-face visits to customers permitted. In line 
with most companies, our use of video conferencing increased 
substantially, with MS Teams and Zoom fatigue becoming a very 
real possibility!

The established nature of MPE’s Partner Program for our 
family of distributors worldwide has been critical in maintaining 
relationships through this period of enforced distancing. With 
clear objectives and structure, our Partner Program has been an 
invaluable tool for all parties and has provided the springboard 
for our export sales to show commendable growth in the face of 
the international economic downturn. At the close of the year, a 
record number of our distribution partners were honoured with 
Gold Partner status for 2021.

Within the UK, MPE appointed SACA UK as its authorised 
UK distributor. This is the fi rst time that MPE has appointed 
an authorised distributor for the UK and is a direct result of 
the increased demand for our products which we have been 

David Seabury – Managing Director, MPE Ltd

Measures implemented throughout MPE to mitigate 
the risk posed by the global Covid-19 pandemic have 
included social distancing, workspace and workstation 
distancing, and the regular use of hand sanitiser on site

John Hickey – Engineering Lead, MPE Ltd
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experiencing in the UK market. With the addition of SACA UK, 
MPE’s network of distribution partners now encompasses 27 
different territories.

Signifi cant capital investment was again made during the year, 
with the largest single spend devoted to a new, state-of-the-art, 
CNC turret punch press, expanding the company’s in-house 
capabilities for fabricating steel enclosures. This new asset 
has already allowed increased effi ciencies within fabrication 
and is currently being put through its paces in manufacturing a 
signifi cant volume of MPE’s high-current HEMP fi lters for export 
in early 2021.

Of equal importance, MPE was able to further improve its green 
credentials with the migration of its company vehicles to greener 
models. All of MPE’s vehicles are now either full electric or hybrid 
models, with convenient electric charging points having been 
installed at our facility.

Whilst the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic could not be 
foreseen, what could be foreseen were the effects of Brexit and the 
UK’s departure from the EU. Having made all the preparations that 
MPE deemed appropriate ahead of this departure, encouragingly 
so far MPE has seen little impact on its trade with EU territories, 
with any disruption kept to an absolute minimum.

At the start of the year, MPE Director Paul Currie was appointed 
as an Export Champion by the Department for International 
Trade. This appointment has enabled Paul to use his experience 
in assisting and advising other companies with their Brexit 
preparations, whilst also offering advice to others on best practice, 
and the pitfalls to avoid, when starting off on the export path.

On the applications front, MPE notably provided electronics 
engineering solutions for the BBC and O2 in the UK – as well 
as high-performance HEMP protection fi lters for the power plants 
of the US Navy on east coast USA and the Clear USAF Base in 
Alaska. What is more, MPE fulfi lled its largest ever telephone line 
fi lter order, delivered to a Scandinavian client, and helped to meet 
a substantial ceramic fi lter requirement for Taiwan.

So, whilst the year did not permit our planned 95th Anniversary 
celebrations, put on ice for the time being, MPE well and truly 
bucked the trend in 2020, with all jobs retained, additional staff 
recruited, signifi cant capital investments made, and total annual 
sales increasing by over 30%.

MPE’s new Strippit P-1525 turret punch press with CNC 
control panel 

MPE Ltd Director Paul Currie was appointed by the 
Department for International Trade as an Export 
Champion for the UK Government’s Northern 
Powerhouse economic growth project for the North of 
England

A suite of MPE high-performance HEMP protection 
fi lters of different amperages were installed at the 
power plant of the Clear USAF base in Alaska

The largest ever single order for telephone line fi lters in 
MPE’s history – a 240-line unit, 10 modules of 24 lines 
each, with varistor PCBs fi tted


